This fuselage is built with the new Comet
SPEED-O-MATIC construction method. Be-
gin by carefully cutting the top and batiom
fengerons from the printed wood sheet. Pin
these longerons down on plan in their re.
spective places and glee in the connecting
piccss—a | 16" 3q. sirip in front and o
af’ace cut from the printed theet at the raar.
hen dey, remove this unit from plan,

T Comet SPEED-OMA

4

signed fo reduce the auembly time and
insure atcurate fuselage sechions. The tabs
serve os glue surfaces and the 1 16" sq.
ones can be bant over with the aid of o
smaolf tiece of | 16" sq. strip. The long cen.
tar tab acts-os o stiffener. One of the form-
ers has o Comet SPEED-O-MATIC wing
dibedeal jig made fram | /16" sq. strips
gleod on ot thown.

Glue the formers to the longeron frame,
lining tham up with the marks on longerons,
Refer to plan for arrangement. Do not we
excossive amaunts of glue ot this ttoge of
aszembly 3o the formers will not be vwnrped
and thrawn out of line. .

Glue side longorons * their notches, mak.
ing cortoln that they are even of the back
and that ol formers-are perpendicular to
longerons. Then glue the wood neseplate or
cowling to the frent former and remove the
I 16" sq. comscting piece. Apply on ad-
ditional coat of glue o ofl joints.

Stringers are glued Tn notches next. Do this
in poits—one on each sidewto keap the
fuselage from springing out of line. When
stringers are ofl in place, glue in cockpit
former if your model has one.

Glue wing base plotes between
the siringers and againgt bubk-
heads. Mext instofl the cockpit
cover as dlustrated elsavhere on
this "plar.

GRUMMAN “"WILDCAT”

The U. 5. Navy designates their standard
shiphoard fighter P4F4, and the ones in
service for the British are called the
"Martled,”

H is a single place, all metal plane, pow.
jered by an air-cooled "Wasp" engine of
HH0 H.P. Wings fold back for compact
stowage on carriers. U. 5. Mavy and Ma-
rine fliers have proven i to be the best
carrier fighter now in service.

Armament is four B0 cal. machine guns in
the wings. Span is 1B ., length 28 .
93 in. ' .

Some of the Wildeads are colored gray all
over, and some have all jop surfaces the
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"PLANE FACTS”
2., THRUST

Whan the prop terns, the tips move fuster than the seciions near
the heb. This is why the sectiars near the hob {Al have a steep angle,

graduolly changing o a fivtter angle (C) toward the 4ips.
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COMET E-2 WILDCAT
CONSTRUCTION

Stew Meyers

I built the wings pretty much per the plans except
that | used a 1/8sq LE and reinforced the root rib with a
strip of 1/16th x 1/8th balsa on the bottom of the root end
to prevent theroot rib from bowing when covered. Thisalso
makes adding the root rib after the wing has been fit up to
the fuselage much easier.

Ratherthan carrying the spar inio the wing dihedral
jig on former 6, | giued a length of 1/16th aluminum tube
where the bottom 1/16th square balsa dihedral is shown. |
giued 1/16th square balsa strips on either side of the
aluminumube. | giued another length of 1/16th aluminum
tubing 1o the bottom ofthe spar. A short length of 1/32 soft
steel wire is inserted into the fube as a joiner. There is a
little fiddling in fiting the wing up to the fuselage and
adding the root rib per the scrap drawing on the wing
instruction sheet. | also added a staple and tissue tube pin
to the LE to pin the correct 3 degrees incidence, Two
sirips of 1/16th balsa go from the root rib 0 the next rib to
provide a support for the oil cooler. The LE is reinforced for
wing guns. '

The tail
feathers were built per
the plan except for a
1/16th x1/8th strip on
the center line of the
stab to strengthen the
attach area. The
finfrudder has staple
wire pins for
attachiment. These go
through the stab inio
the attach plate on the
fuselage. This
arrangement  allows
you to pin up the
bones and admirg
them and makes
alignment after
covering  repeatable,
(That is if you ever get
around io covering
those beautiful
bones.}

Formers 5.6,
and 8 have carbon
stip  reinforcement
similar {o former 5 on
the Zero. Former 7
was laminated again
similar to the Zero
and the upper longeron eliminated inthe canopy area. The
paper canopy fits very well but will be replaced by clear
plastic.

b5
Wing root details

ZERO CONSTRUCTION PHOTOS
PAGE 24

1. WILDCAT bones shot. This is as far as | have
gone with the E-2 kit.

2. ZERO bones shot of E-3 before covering.
Note the canopy bulkheads have been replaced
by hoops of laminated 1/16th sq. basswood.
And the upper longeron (keel) has been
removed between former 5 and former 9. Tha
foreshortening of a large f-stop is obvious.

3. Longerons and bulkheads notched and ready
for final assembly. Note the reenforcing cross
strips on most formers and rounded cormers fo
the cut outs. Former 5 has a hoop of .007
carbon fiber in the elliptical cut out, Former 4 is
whole.

4. Fuselage assembly with stock kit bulkheads in
canopy area. | did not like the looks of this when
{ used a transparent canopy and went o hoops.
Sorry about the out of focus photo.

5. Fuselage assembly showing ioggie in lower
keel to in crease the wing incidence to 3
degrees. Note siringer positions unnotched yet.
6. Former 7 laminated hoop to replace the solid
former.

PHOTO PAGES
PAGE 23

1. Bill Bedl with his profile of a Mariin B57 he
worked on at Middle River years ago.

2. Bi Baunders sent several photos from last
summer's fun at Kudzu, Here we see  David
Franks with Fiat.

3. Dave Rees with his ' Times Flies' at Kudzi.

4. Ask Dan to draw this one up for electric; Porco
Rosso's Macehi by a modeler in Japan and
comprassed air powerad.

5. Down memories lane - a WACO CTD
overhauled for a stunt pilot at Parks about 1948
-beautiful white with green trim finish.

8. Our intrepid water flyer, Dan, ready to launch at
[Jave's lake for ihe seaplane Kudzu flying last
summer,

7. No not real but a great shot of John Hunion's
efectric R/C "Orion' by our editor Stew last
summer.

The cowl and nose block were done almost
identically to the Zero.

Next time we'll present the ETO combat pair, the
£5 Thunderbolt and E7 Focke Wolfe 180. Then end the
seres with the ES P51 Mustang and the 3204 version.
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