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When C[L flying wassuil in its infancy in this

country a semi-scale commercial model appeared

which, with a low powcrcd engine, astounded many
of the experts of the time by proving to be fully
acrobatic and, at the same time, a machine almost

completely free from vices. That modei was the
Vandiver which, even on a Frog *“ 100,” would
perform consecutive loops, eights and so on with the
best of them. Yet it was essentially a docile machine.
. It would, for example, * fly itself ”’ inverted and was
rugged enough to take a lot of pumshment in inexpert
hands and sull come up for more.

Its modern successor is the Vandiver II—a com-
pletely new design retaining all the good features of
its forerunner but with faster response and more
“modern** design ideas. It is a model which still
has to be built—not slapped together in a hurry.
But the Frog kit is wonderfully complete, crammed
full of pre-shaped and pre-formed parts, including a
stunt tank, plastic spinner, complete “ hardware,”
cte. Few kits in a similar price bracket begin to
complete in this respect.

The Vandiver Il is fully acrobatic on a Frog * 150 7
engine and one of its main attractions should be its
semi-scale appearance (with fixed instead of drop-
out undercarriage this time). It could be a contest
model, although its main appecal will undoubtedly
be to the sports flier, -

The other new Frog. luts we had to examine were a
selection from the Frog Junior series of semi-scale

rubber powered designs. Prefabrication is very
complete in these low price kits. All sheet parts are
dic cut, undercarriage wire bent to shape and the
propeller assembly in plastic complete.  Essentially
all that you have to do 1s to stick the bits together and
carve and sand the cowling blocks to shape. On
some of the models a limited amount of tissue oovcrmg' -

is necessary.

The one fact that impressed, apart from h.avmg all
the  cutting out ”* work done, was that these models -

are extremely well designed. They are not, in fact,
quite as simple models as may at first appear,
which may be a possible failing if these kits are
turned over to youngsters to tackle unaided. But
we could not help appreciating the fact that the
‘“ easy way ” of making rounded fairings employed
in so many low priced kits by cutting from stiff
paper was ignored and curved sheet and shaped
block took its place.  These are, in fact, designs
which will satisfy even the most critical of modellers.

We built and flight tested two—the Pup and Midge.

Both flew straight ofl without resort to any trimming
and showed no particular vices to trap the unwary,
Performance is not outstanding, of course, but these
are not duration machines. But we found that we
could manage 15 to 20 sec. flights with comparative
case.
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