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Close-up of cabane struts and landing gear side Goldberg landing gear clip used as strut terminal on wing. Note NyRod filler on
brace. end of cup hook.




fater turned 90° to point down.

Coors haich was painted at a later date.

building the second side on top of the
first side. If you do, and use
cyanoacrylates, they will now be one
and you will never get them apart. If,
when you build, you are careful, the
two sides will be the same. Cut the two
pieces of side sheeting from 1/32” ply
and glue them to the fuselage frames.
Be careful — do not make two left
sides. Why do we always caution you
builders about that? No one ever
makes two left fuselage sides! Oh!
really --- once we built a glider from a
set of plans drawn in France, would
you believe it, the plans had two left
wings and we built them that way
before we discovered the error!

By using the firewall and Former
#1 you can sort of assemble the

Landing gear attachment lower strut brace. Note muffier extension which was

" long, throw it away,

fuselage upside down on the top view.
Pull the tail ends together with a
clothespin until the glue dries. Turn
over and drop Former #2 in place; the
compression will hold it there till the
Super Jet sets. Hah! Now you are a
“Jet Setter” — bad joke! All the cross
members may be cut and glued in
place. We put the turtledeck longeron
in place, glue it at each end then, using
1/4” x 1/8” balsa strips, glue in the
bracing, kind of cut and try. Just
remember the old adage, “If it is too
short, cut if off some more, if it is too
” or something
like that. Do not forget the ply gussets,
you will need anchors for the cabane
and landing gear screws.

Why the nose block? Well, it adds
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Paul ready for a Saturday of flying. Photo by
Kenton Krauss.

Skeeto flight shot by Kenton Krauss.

weight to an already too nose heavy
plane. And, besides, the full size has
something up front that looks like that
— okay? It does give you something
solid to anchor your engine mount to.
We used long 6-32 bolts but sheet
metal screws would work just as well.

The first time we saw a picture of
Skeeto, we discovered that the cowl in
front of the cockpit was actually the
gas tank. That impressed us. Almost
immediately, a beverage can came to
mind as a perfect scale replacement
for that tank. First off, we tried soft
drink beverage cans, then, as the
plane came to fruition and the
fuselage took size in relationship to
the wing, we came to the conclusion
that since soft drinks only came in 12
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0z. cans which were too short, we
would have to shift to the kind of
beverages that came in the longer, 16
0z. cans.

So, for experimental purposes only,
asix pack of these cans was purchased.
As we cleaned out the cans we
discovered that most of them had
dents in the soft aluminum, which
were acquired in manufacture and
transportation to the local outlets.
When this cowl would be painted to
match the fuselage, these dents would
detract from the fine finish. So, there
was nothing else to do but buy another
six pack of the amber beverage and
proceed to empty thesh cans ...
hic! . . . like we did with the ozzhers.
This time the cents in the dans were
getting smaller and smaller and
harder and harder ... hicl... to
shee . ..

.Please note the way the muffler fits
the bottom of the fuselage exactly. It is
the precise engineering, long range
planning and a lot of dumb luck that it
came out that way. You might put
your engine with its muffler on your
favorite mount and see where
everything goes, before driving home
the screws. Plan ahead.

When you fabricate the landing
gear, please check plans and photos;
the whole thing is made from 5/32”
piano wire. All three pieces on each
side must be wired and soldered
together as a unit. The side supports
are not soldered into the brass fittings,
they kind of move up and down in the
tubing as a sort of shock absorber. The
wheels are actually on the back wire,
the front and side ones are braces.

The most complicated part of the
wholeplane isthe cabane, butif youdo
it this way, it is much easier than it
looks. Cut the forward tubing to size
{see A-A), flatten as shown, drill holes
3/16” from the ends and bend.
Temporarily screw them in place on
the fuselage. The rear tubing is cut
1/2” longer than the front, it is
flattened and bent as was the front
one, The extra 1/2” is flattened on the
bottom ends. The top holes only are
drilled, then they are bolted to the rear
cabane anchor block on the wing.
Spread the front cabane tubes and bolt
them to the front wing anchor block.
The wing is now mounted above the
fuselage. Clamps or clothespins hold
the rear cabane tubes in place on the
fuselage. With the fuselage sitting on
the landing gear, without wheels,
elevate the tail until the top fuselage
longeron is equally spaced from the
building board from tail to nose, Now
we are going to put in the wing
incidence. Check that the front and
rear cabanes have a forward-aft angle
similar to that on the plans. Measure

ground full length of the runway,
altering height with the throttle, then
pull up at the end of the field, give it
hard rudder, swing around and dive
back across the full length of the field
again. Another fun thing is to stand at
the flight line and fly the plane in
circles out in the middle of the field
like it was U-control. She will roll if
vou do it like you used to do with single
channel. Put it into a shallow dive to
get up speed, pull out, point the nose
up then give it full rudder and she will
roll around the inside of a great big
barrel, kind of like a loop with a bit of
rudder added. If you get into trouble,
just let go of everything and that deep
dihedral will get you out level and
moving away, nothing to it.

We have not found it necessary to
take Skeeto down on the way to the
field, she will fit into either of our
small compacts. Of course, there is
much more room for flight box, etc., in
the station wagon, but everything will
fit neatly in the Tercel hatchback.

If you are looking for a plane to fly,
one that is not constantly needing
adjustment, one that is ready when
you are, Skeeto is the one for you. We
have found that when flying her, itisa
relaxing interlude from our
varoomers, a time we can really enjoy.
Hopefully, you will also find it that
way.

We would like to thank Mr. Ray
Stits of Stits Poly-Fiber Aircraft
Coatings in Riverside, California, for
the historical background and the
picture of the full size plane. O
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SKEETO SA 8
Designed By:

Paul F. Denson
TYPE AIRCRAFT
Stand-Off Sport Scale
WINGSPAN
55 Inches
WING CHORD
9% Inch
TOTAL WING AREA
536 Sq. In.

WING LOCATION
Parasol
AIRFOIL
High Undercamber
WING PLANFORM
Constant Chord
DIHEDRAL EACH TIP
3% Inch
0.A. FUSELAGE LENGTH
39" (inc. rud.)
RADIO GOMPARTMENT SIZE
(L) 6" (W) 3" (H) 3"
STABILIZER SPAN
18 Inches
STABILIZER CHORD (inc. elev.)
6 Inch (Avg.)
STABILIZER AREA
99 Sq. In.

STAB AIRFOIL SECTION
Flat
VERTICAL FIN HEIGHT
8 Inches
VERTICAL FIN WIDTH (inc. rud.)
7'" (Avg.)

REC. ENGINE SIZE
.15-:25
FUEL TANK SIZE
4 0z.
LANDING GEAR
Gonventional
REC. NO. CHANNELS

3
CONTROL FUNCTIONS
. Rud., Elev. Throt.
BASIC MATERIALS USED

Balsa, Pine, Ply

Balsa, Pine, Ply

Empennage
Wi. Ready To Fly ..

Wing Loading

Balsa,
48 0z.

12.9 0z./8q. F1.
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