Got a spare small diesel,
glow or CO, motor?
Then try this little
charmer by Vic Smeed,
designed originally for
the Allbon Bambi.

{15 LITTLE MODEL wns possibly the

firat free flight design for the Bambi
engine, and in fact the original model in thie
phatos 8 fitted with a prototvpe Bambi -
note the knurled serew compression
adjusiment, moedified for produciion
engines, The renson for the model never
having been published was that the lage
Eddie Keil was sonsidering kitting it hat
the initial interest in tiny engines (there
wiere nlse the Kemp 020 Hawk amnd the
Alee Knlper) did not develop into a mass
murket af that time and very few kils wore
ever produced for the weenies, though of
course the Kalper had enough power o {1y
mist of the 5 - Thoe Kiis,

Experence has shown thot designs
{mevernl were publighed in plan form) for the
Bamba are ideal for conversion o modern
GO, power and there are exnmples of tiny
dicsels pesurfacing after Llonguishing in
deniwers for twenty vears of mope. T here o
also many Cox 010 engines arcund, plusthe
20, which Intier should give this model
guite ok performonnce! A sugpested nose for
GOy radinl mount engines has been ndded to
the drawings

Balsa knife ready. ..

Construction 18 simpde, even il the
fuselage 18 o Hitle different from usual. [s
aneeatry goes back o machines like the
rL,'anl-|Ir|_'\-|' and L‘H'rhuj'l-u [Lildld |!ir|_-|_-|;lj..' | 5] H.;l:,'
Acord’'s Champion, which used sheet cruci-
form crutiches covered with nvlon or silk
simply drnped on and attached tothe crutch
edges. producing o very light but remark:
ably strong and st structure. This mode]
lakes the method o httle Darther by usang
thin shest covering in the “handling’ area
and tissoe for the remainder, enabling a
||.||-1.i:|l'|.||| -|'|'|.|.'|I.|"| Lix | 11515 :||'F||:r.|||-|l-|,l |.I-
requined. The result is o slightly “different"”
||.-|.|ki!1ﬂ |I'||!||r| W}Iil'h MaOsL |I-r|.||,:|r| =T LD
find quite plemsing

Onme of the crutches has to be in two parts;
it doesn’t renlly matter which onn, though if
it is the vertical one it may lend 1o economy
in cutting and 1t means thot the upper port
of the fuselnge mavy be constructed with the
horizental crutch pinned to the seclions of
former. Howewer, cutting the full profile mnd
attaching the horizontal crutch one side at o
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timse 8 jaal a8 easy. [t iz, in foct, fmirly
difficuli to ged the strecture far out of align-
mint, provided the parts are aceu rately cut
andl their positions marked.

Positioning the front balkhead for cadial
mount af OO, motors nesds to be fuirdy
nccurnte to ensute that the thrust line is
close to that intended . and thisis a matterof
nccurnte cutting of the erutch ends. IF OO
power is intended, incidentally, the grade of
balen selected throughout can be salter and
therefore lighter than should be wsed with
glow ar diese] engines,

The 1/38n sheet fuselnge covering can be
applied (grain vertical) though the botiam of
the cabin front may be ensier and strenger
im card. Sand all over and check that eversy-
thing has been completed ready for
covering this applies eapecially to the shost
lengths of 1/8in &g under the tailplone
leading edge which nre easy to overlook and
thas leave n wenk spod

Select vour tissue, ..

Laghtweight Modelspan is adequate for
the fuselage but heavyweight can be wsed. [t
can be mibsched dry or wet, bat in the former
case witer shrinking will be roquired, Four
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panels will be enough; stick the upper ones
fo the tail end flrat and work forward, irying
to keop any locseness running down from
the after end of the wing platform to a
minimum. [t's acteally surprising how
much will shrink out with water and dope,
but the pieces of tasue are in any event so
small that a second attempt would handly
break the bank, [f the edges are stuck down
cvenly a smooth mnd pleasant shape will
result.

Thee wing and tmil can akso be coversd with
hightweight Modelspan or, for a OO,
wvitrapon, Jdap or similar tissoe. Both strec

tires are fuirly sturdy and woarps should not
b & probiem.

Ready to go...

There is Hitle to say further, excepd nfter
doping. feelproofing e assemble the
maodel nnd check that it balanoes on the line
of the centre (o) epar bBefore trving hand-
glides. Depending on the ameunt of power,
slight down and/er right thrust may be
needed; the safest pattern b8 wide left power
turns and wide right glide turns, but youa can
experiment, Little models like this tend to
bBounee?
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