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Low wing ?!! That is the exclamation which so often
fills the air after some enterprising aspirant outlines his
ideas for a low wing sport [ree fighter to his fellow
modellers. Admittedly these “down under™ sportsters
can be more of a handful than their conventional
brothers, but correctly applied aerodynamic lavoul
produces a model which is just as easy 1o handle on
Sunday afiernoons,

_ With 2 .5 (o .8 c.c, engine up in front, Colin Read's
little Pinky is a clean playing sportsman as one meets
on any field and just look at those lines, did vou ever
sce a model }ook the part of a racey single place mono-
plane as does Pinky? Liberal dihedral and high set
lailplane are the secrets of Pinky's well behaved disposi-
tion and no-one can grumble about the straight forward
construction.

~Commence by cutting the 3/32in. sheet fuselage
sides and the farmers, from }in. balsa, F2 and two
F2a cut from jin. ply and bolt and cement togelher
wilh the ufc legs between as instructed on ihe plan.
Assemble the wing tongue box in two halves binding
with thread or silk for extra strength, Make up the
fuselage, cementing the sides to F2 and F2a, F3 and F4.
Add in the tongue box, and the rear formers, to which
are cemented Lhe fusclage stringers. Impose the engine

Spatted wheels, neatly cowled engine and open cockpit ge to make

Pinky, a trim little craft. Dihedral angle is not s0 excessive as to detract

from appearance. Extra detail adds realism and makes the effort
waorthwhile,

ribs and lin. sq. upper spar. Sand to lifting section and
remoeve (rom plan. Do not use heavy wood {or ihis
componenl, as extra weight is as unwelcome at the rear
end of this mode! as at any other. The fin is built in
identical manner, but is sanded 10 symmetrical section.
Aszemble the fin and 1aifplane as one unit, adding the
sofl block fairing between.

Colin Read’s meihod of finishing will be of inlerest to
readers, for he is well known lor the Concours d'Elegance
finishies. Sand the whole structure and dope several Limes
bofore covering, finishing with extra hne sandpaper.
This gives that “smooth™ wood effect around the outlines
and on sheeted area. Ore of the prototypes was covered
with lightweight nylon [fom an ex-government parachule
and gave Lhe model great strength. However for a normal
finish usc lightweight tissue for the wings and tailplang
and heavyweight for the fuseluge. Decorale {0 personal
taste, add cockpit and any incidental details preferred
and then the windshield.

Trimming a low wing design is little different from
any other FI/F sport model. Heavy wheels, a large
(8%in. x 3in.} nvlon propeller and gencrous sidz areu
compensite lor the wing position and correct trim is
soon realised. The model should on no account fu'n ta
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PINKY

A 35% in. wing span low
wing free flight sport
model for .5 to .8 c.c.
engines by C. Read.

bearers and 1/16in. ply gusscts, drill the bearer for engine
bolts oversize to atlow for adjustment (o thrust line.
Sheet the fuselage lop, forward of the cockpil 2nd the
underside (crossgrain), Carve the engine cowling rom
soll block. hollowing out and well fuel proof internally.
Bolt the engine in place and impose the cowl and 1/16in.
ply nose ring lor final shaping to the fuselage contours,
The top half of the cow! is detachuble and shouid
therefore be only spot cemented to he easily removable
after shaping. Add the v/c leg lairing. Make and shape
the wheel spats by placing the inboard sides over the
axles and adding the 2in, airwheels between their spacing
washers. Then impose the centres, outer sides and shape.
2in. airwheels are used to keep the C.G. as low as possible,
a necesstly with this type of model.

Build the wing by laying down the notched trailing
edge and lower spar. Add the ribs, then the upper spar
and leading edge, gussets and tips. Cement in place the
lower centre section sheet, in. ply wing tongue and
upper surface sheet. Remove {rom plan and sandpaper
all parts.

_ The tailplane is very easy to build. The leading edge
is cut from 3/16in. sheet and trailing edge from iin.
sheet, Shape and position on the plan, Add }in. x 1/16in.

the right as it will tend (o spin in. Adjust the thrustline
for a teft turn, to take advantage of torque cffect which
will keep the nose up.

The prolotype had 2 deg. left thrust, with no down-
thrust. Mr. Read adds that this is the first model he has .
known to require lelt sidethrust and attributes this to a
low C.G, position, plenty of side area and extra large
propeller. Readers will be interested Lo know that one
of the Pinky prolotypes won a (irst pluce in the Concours
d'Elegance competition al the 1961 Northern Heights
Gala, flying well in the rain aflerwards,



