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S. · port RIC airplanes for 112A engines
.. • have always been reasonablv pop-
. . ular, but their popularity was some-
what hampered by theavailabilit�· of light­
weight radio gear. No longer. Kraft, Can-· 
non, Ace and Litco, to mention a few. have 
,a!Jcome out with super-mini servos and 
receivers, with I 00 ma battery packs. so vou 
can now·have four channe1sof control for a 
total airborne weight under five ounces, 

· even around three ounces for two controls.
So now you don't have to have the hottest
Tee Dee .049 powering your 112A sport job

. in•order to do aerobatics .
. With that in mind, I decided to design a

low wing sport job for the Cox QZ .049-
one that'could <lo stunts, but which could

· be slowed down in the glide and flown in
highly restri�ted areas like my front yard.

· That meant I had to use a high lift wing,
and keep the weight down.
· So. I sketched out a fairly conventional

· fuselage. the typical box construction, but
with a slight difference. By using
triangular stock, a rounded effect was
achieved by trimming the comers. Yet,

· where the wing cradle was, it could be
strong and square. Even though straight
lines are used; the impression is .one of

'siilooth curves. :ind that's ...,;hat I was look­
.ihg !or. 
',:·When the profik was completed, I fid­
dlctf with various shapes for the fin and 
rui:ltkr. As I did thi�. with tht> highlv un­
derwrribned wing section show.ing. I idlv 
sketched in a simulate<) scoop-som<'-
thitig you could hold for hand launching. 

-Hm•m-m. Now, if .vou just add a little
.. dor�al fin irt front of the vertical fin. how
·. about that? 'Doesn't that look like a
.'stretched version of the famous Mustang
·fu�elage? But the wing isn't tapered and for
good reasons. Easv to ,build, _no problem
with tip stall, and,easv to repatr. Can't call
ifl'lftandoff scale Mustang then. But it does
use:rnini servos, and it is a bit of a Mickev
.Motise design. Hey! Why not dub it the
•Minimousetang? Mini servos, Mustang
profik, and a Mickey Mouse type-like

· ·Minnie was, And so, the M inimousetang
was created.

Now just a minute. Don't laugh yet. It's
. got a lot of flights on it. and one of'them
was·a test to see how it would stand up in
certain types of sport contests. Like, for
instance, a looping event. Ever been in
·one? Well. if one comes along, build a
Miniinousetang and enter. It'·ll do at least
fortv-yes, forty-loops in two minutes,

;using standard fueL Put in some Magnum
· . 25% nitro, and it will loop continuously

and gain altitude while doing so! SpinQ
'Add weight to tbe tail until you get to the
rearward location of the C.G. shown on the
plans. It'll spin so fast vou'll lose count.
But watch it' Don't get the C.G. any fur-

. tiler back, or it will go into a. flat spin. and
vou won't get it out until it hits the

.. ground. Eve� so, it's so light the damage is
small and easily repaired. With the QZ

·eng:ini>. noise is no problem. In fact, the
onlv complaint I've ·had when flying it in
my ·front yard has been ':Vhv didn'.t vou let

us know you wf'rf' going to flv it' WP didn't 
hear it until it was too late!" And then I had 
to flv it again for them. 

Recau,e it is so light, and the structure is 
so simple, the Minimousetang can be put 
together verv quicklv. In fan, if vou're irn­
patit>nt, like I am, vou can Zap it, or Hot­
stuff it tog'ether in just a few hours (al­
though I' do rt'commt>nd fast drving epoxv, 
Hobbv Poxy formtila 4 or Devcon 5 
minute, for the front end which might take 
a beating on rough fandings). 

For any modeler who has built a sport 
RIC, or even a sportfree flight model. it is 
almost an insult for me to say "glue this to 
that, then that to this," which is what most 
construction articles do. So; I'm not going 
to do it. My'instructions tovou are going to 
be am fined to onlv those areas which mav 
be ju�t a bit trickv.:_and there are verv fe,� 
of them. Let's go. 

FUSELAGE 
Cut out the sides, and Zap the tri:in­

gular stock. 1/8-inch stringers, doublers, 
and uprights in place. 

Attach the sides together, using the lead­
ing edge and trailing edge bulkheads. 

Pinch the tail together, and Zap the 1/4-
inch tailposts together. . 

Pinch the nose together, and epoxy the 
firewall in place.· Note the slight right 
thrust and downthrust shown on the 
plans. Duplicate it. It will help vou fly 
under power and then go to power-off 
glide without having to hold some trim on 

TOP: A cute llttle model that wlll give lots 
of pleasurable quiet flying hours. 
BOTTOM: The under wing scoop adds 
to the Mustang effect and It Is func­
tional. Something to hold on to for a 
hand launch. 
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