


MODEL AIRCRAFT

The interior is finished with lightish grey matt
dope and the headrest in black.

The pilot is quite easy to make and, if a little care
is taken, looks most realistic. Carve the shape shown
on the plan and from an odd bit of balsa block, and
sand smooth. The helmet and flying togs are odd
pieces of thin cloth which are stuck on the pilot first
and trimmed up afterwards. The helmet is in three
pieces—the middle piece § in. wide, is taken from the
neck over the top of the head to the forehead, and
the two side pieces are taken from the neck up to
meet the centre piece. The band at the front of the
helmet is then added, and two small scraps of balsa,
covered with the same material are cemented to
the sides of the head. A small roll of cotton wool
rolled tightly is stuck around the neck, and the
outside of the collar is then added.

The face can either be carved and painted, or
covered with an oxygen mask and goggles. The
latter, I consider, is the easy way out, and certainly
looks more natural in a plane of this type.

Cement the pilot into the position shown on the
plan and fix the cockpit cover into place.

Spats

Each spat is built in two halves, and the groove
for the undercarriage legs cut in each half.

The 2 in. solid wheels are mounted on the axles,
flanked on each side by small washers. Cement
the spats into place, binding with stout thread until
dry when the binding can be removed. Finally
sand to correct section.

Finishing

Well rub down the whole surface and finish with
fine glasspaper.

Give three coats of Sanding Sealer, rubbing well
down bstween each coat until a good surface has
been obtained.

Two coats of coloured-glossy dope are then applied.
Duck egg blue on the undersurface, and dark earth
and green camouflage on the upper surfaces.

Standard roundels and fin flash are next added
in the appropriate places, and the experimental
number U.g, which was issued to. this particular
plane, is affixed to the fuselage aft of the roundel.

At least 24 hours should be allowed to elapse for
the transfers to thoroughly dry out before using a
good fuel proofer, otherwise * bubbling ** may occur,
and the finish be spoilt.

The M-20 should balance on the forward line.

Flying

The lines used are 52-ft. standard light * Lay
Strate ** and I find it is a distinct advantage to have
4 in, key rings at each end of the lines for attaching
both to the handle and to the lead-out wires.

Have your motor running at slightly under top
revs. for the first flight or so until you are familiar
with take-off’s and landings.

The M-20 will unstick in about a quarter of a lap
and will pull on the lines all around the circle, even
in quite a fresh breeze. Keep under full control
right up until you touch down.
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