OLD TIMER Model of the Month
Designed by: Francis Tlush

Drawn by: Al Patterson
Text by: Phil Bernhardt

* Mention the name “‘Francis
Tlush” to any Old-Timer enthusiast,
and nine times out of ten you will
get a reply like, “Oh, yeah, he made
some great little motors. . ." and on
and on, Fact is, Tlush designed some
great little airplanes, too. One of his
models was the “Inspirer”, which
appeared in the October and No-
vember 1937 issues of Air Trails.
Aside from being one of the “un-
known' Old-Timer designs, the
model is interesting in that it uses
some unusual (Iior 1937, at least)
construction techniques. For exam-
ple, it was one of the first cabin
models to use the crutch method for
building the fuselage, resulting in a
nicely-contoured structure, instead
of a srab—sided box. Also, take alook
at the wing and tail construction . . .
not many designs of this period use
balsa sheeting, capstrips, and false
ribs to the extent that the Inspirer
does. Performancewise, the Inspirer
is probably on a par with the Tren-
ton Terror or Flying Quaker ...
stable and reliable, but not a troph
magnet. However, as with most Old-
Timer designs, you'll never be sure
until you build one. These things
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can fool ya!

The Inspirer is a natural for R/C,
and would probably rank with the
best of the 3-channel trainers. If you
go this route, we would recom-
mend using spruce for the wing
sEars, so that you can at least loop
the model without worrying about
folding the wing. Also, the dihedral
should be reduced from the present
8-1/4 inches to about 4-1/2 inches,
to eliminate any dutch-rolling

tendency.

By the way, the text does mention
that the balance point should be at
about 1/3 of the wing chord back
from the leading edge . . . a rule of
thumb that seldom misses on this
type of design.

Also not shown on the drawing,
but to be included with the full size
plans . .. a wire tailskid is mounted
at station 14.
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FULL SIZE PLANS AVAILABLE ~ SEE PAGE 148




