








The subwing is constructed around landing struts with fuselage blocked up to a horizontal
position for accurate alignment. The 3” wide 1/16” sheet is first placed on the working
surface. The fuselage and landing struts are aligned to this sheet and then the subwing is
built around the struts. The sheeting is completed atter this [dry] frame is removed from the

board./Photo by Fred Suelientrop.

shown on the plans. Finish the covering;
puton the markings, and let’s go on patrol.
Or, mavbe we better think about that first
flight a little before we try it. Remember,
we set out to duplicate WWI flying char-
acteristics, so we might experience some of
the undesirable traits as well as the good
ones. A snap roll and inverted crash in less
than one second is possible, if you try to
pull this airplane off the ground. Point
vour beautiful DVIII directly into the
wind, apply full throttle, let the tail come
up and then fly it off the ground.

If vou built with the CG at the forward
end of the range shown on the plans, you

should easily get the feel of the airplane
and begin to trim out the slight turns and
the slight elimb. But, if vour CG is at the
rear of the range—DON'T touch the
rudder!!—at least until you trim the ele-
vators and get some altitude. The CG
toward the rear produces outstanding
spins and snap rolls, if you like that sort of
thing,

Now that things have settled out, and
vou begin to enjoy the feel of this new
machine—you look around the sky and
find a stray Sopwith Camel. Go after it,
vou have one of the hottest fighters of
WWI. RCS

This picture puts together all of the loose ends. It shaws the shock cord [elastic)
suspension completed and the engine installation [a S.T. 23 in this case].. Although a
lozenge pattern was not cailed for on the wing in this particular color scheme, Super
Coverite was still used forits strength. If you are interested in detailing you might note the
strut fairings, fiberglass cowl, those Spandau guns, and the wire bracing on the landing
gear struts. These were the only external wire braces used on the DVIii./Photo by Fred
Suelientrop.




