Electra was designed for simplicity, stability and
accessibility.

ADIO enthusiasts looking for the ideal model
should pass on quickly from this page, since
this job is designed strictly for the radio tyro and
far too stable for experts. In producing so stable
a model, some penalty must be paid, and the chief
disadvantage with this model is lack of smoothness
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Ideal for your first Radio Con

when leaving turns. The dihedral is rather more
than the expert would use, and it tends to jerk the
aeroplane straight when the rudder is neutralised.
However, this is not a very serious snag for ordinary
sport flying and does, if anything, make learning to
fly rather easier.

Other features of the design besides its stability
are roominess and accessibility—helpful when
wiring up for the first time—and extra-rugged
construction. The original has been spiralled into
the ground (due to a battery fanlt) with only very
minor superficial damage. The building procedure
is, moreover, so very simple that radio experts with
little modelling experience should have no difficulty
in producing a flyable model. If you are a novice
with a 2-5 c.c. motor, looking for a tough sport job,
“ Electra *’ without radio will give you several
seasons’ flying with a minimum of maintenance and
repair work.
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trolled model

DESIGNED BY
VIC SMEED

T #

2'5 c.c. MOTORS

!, Vg
L | | With radio and batteries installed the final
I [ weight should be 47-48 ozs., and the model should

| I balance on the rear spar or fractionally behind it.
| | * & Glide test on a slight slope—in calm air it is

< . necessary to run and launch the model hard,
! I[ ensuring that the nose points down. Provided the
I | glide is reasonable, power flights can follow two
I L 5 hand-glides, and should use the radio. Straight
=1 : flight under power and on the ghde is desirable, and

I i a small amount of right sidethrust should be built
AT Bt A in. Run the motor and check the radio, then
| launch as before. Do not key the transmitter
until a safe height has been reached, and then do
fo ! not hold a turn on for more than 90°. Generally,
l : * Electra ” should lose height to the right and gain
! { to the left, although a prolonged turn will
eventually lose height either way. The main
A thing is to avoid the feeling that you have to
[ control the model—if built reasonably accurately
- and somewhere near trim it will be quite happy
| { flying along without you panicking. The amount
4 of rudder shown on the plan is adequate for
= & control but not too much to get you in trouble ;
F' it it can be increased as your experience grows.
;
|

Twice the amount shown produces guite a sharp
turn and is as much as would ever be needed.
Remember, neutralising is encugh to stop any
normal turn, but if you have let a spiral dive
: build up, opposite rudder will stop it; leave

4§ yvourself plenty of height and you have nothing to
; ] | worry about.

[ Full size plans for Electra are apailable price 5 /= post
| free from the Aeromodeller Plans Service.




