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THrs MoDr,t,  rcDrcscnts thc combined cfforls of
AFRoMoDT.LLIR Pl{ns Service s brightest stars in mult i-
cngined control l ine scnle model design, whereby J. Last
(well  known lbr his D.H.88 Co,,et) wus commissioned
to design a true scale "Dak" for Maurice Bodey to build.
As those who witnessed thc flying scale events at the
r€cent National Championships will agrec, the ffying of
this Dakota was the outstanding feature evcn though
it could not match the extensive detai l  of somc of i ts
competitors,

We do not have to extol the virtues o[ the D.C.3 here,
for they are too well-known. The dear old Dakota has
for so many years been the stand-by of Airlines large and
small throughout the world, as well as being a prominent
transport in World War II, playing a very important
part in the invasion of Europe.

For the scale modeller it lends itsell to a greater
variety of colour schemes than any other type we can
call to mind, Maurice Bodey chose the unusual Philippine
Airlines decor and on the plan we show what is probably
the brightest C-47 in the American forces, recently based
at Bovingdon, Hertfordshire, and which is used for the
AACS (Airways Air Communication System) Branch of
MATS to check instrument flying aids at various
air bases. Its bright day-glo orange, white, blue and
silver colour scheme are most attractive. Manv other
cofour schemes can be found in lhe BPBook ofi i r l i  es"

8€dint $os hor w.ll the "Oak" w6 demonrtrrt€d by M.urie Aod.t
.t th. Woodlord rnd XatioMk m..tinsr on r r.ir oa A.al. 15 r, Clore up
.! right illu.tna€ the.liSht .diustmc.t from 3a1., !o .n<lo* <ylind.rs

in .nla.8€d 6rb: int kca ov.r cowlinss
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design is to bc recommeoded 1()  nnyone wi lh the exper i -
cnce of  at  lenst  one succcssful  conlrol  l inc model.

(]onstruction

Cut fusehge keels F.21, F.26, F.21, F.29, from l- inch
balsa shcet. Pin to plan and add half formers F.l  to
F.6, and F.I I  1() F. |  6. Makc up formcr F.l8 as shown on
plan and cement in posit ion. Remove complcted half
irom bui lding board and add olher half  formers. Cut out
and add window sheeting sections. Cement in posit ion
F.24 and F.25. At this stagc, hy fusclagc aside until the
wings have been completed. (Co tiukl o page 429)

of the f'amous ,;orkhorse of the

air, for a pair of 1'5c.c. engines
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A true-scale control-line model
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Designed by

J. LAST and made

by J.  M. BODEY

and we are sure that thc mijori ty of
rnodellers wil l  be able 10 loclte a Dakola
at their nearesl conlmercial aerodrome to
sketch a local subject.

The prototype nrodel f l ies cxtr lordin-
ari ly well  on eit f t€,-of i ls two A.M.l5s, but
i t  should be emphasised that i t  is. l trrel,r
u lwin-engined modcl and not onc for
single instr l lal ion with a dummy prop.
Stage-by-stage photographs i l lustratc the
sif ipl ici ty of the slructure, which only
diverts fron true scale in the size of the

ff i i , - .  upper cowlrng Inlrkes in ofJer lo ful l)
hide the n)odcl entinc c) l in. ler hcrds.

Construcl ion det.t i ls fol low in abbrevir ied style and the
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(Conti ued from page 427)

Wings are bui l l  up in three secl ions - centre and lwo
outei ;in.ts. Commence \ ith centre seclion first. Build
i 'n rhe tuo main soars F.lO and F.8 es shown on Plan.
Timporeri ly, rhread them on to F.27 and F.28. These
.".ui as a euide to enable accurate construction of wing.
Cement in-oosit ion al l  r ibs w.l  and w.2. Fol low lhis by
winc trarlin! edse $hich should be pre-shaped before-
hana. Add 

- leading edge. put aside and al low to set.
While \ Iait ins. lhe -outei panels can be bui l t  in lhe normal
wey. The beiicrank ass6mbly should be added at this
srite. F.j7 and F.28 can now 6ecemented in permanenlly.
Thiead on lead outs and push rod, soldering al l  joints
well .  The outer panels of lhe wings can now be Jolneo Io
thecentre section, checking that eachtip has same amount

"i 
aitrearat. The'comDletad wing can now be joined to

fuselage, cementing all joints well.

Tailplane and elevalor are made from.l_inch hard she€t
balsa. Sand to a symmelrical sectlon. Fln and ruqoer are
conslructed fron l-inch she€t balsa, also sanded to
svmmelrical section: C€ment in position on fuselage F.30
a;d F.20. Follow this bv cementing tailplane, checking it
is true. Connect push-rod to elevator horn. Plank com-
plere iusitaee with !- inch by l i  l6- inch-balsa str ips. Add
6ioct< tait riiring. B-lock, n6se and cockpit rop are from
soft block, and sand complete fuselage to shape. .tslrmly
cement inio oosition fin and rudder at this stage.

Start naceile construction by threading the 5/16-inch
bv t-inch hard wood bearers through formers F.8 and
F.ld. Cement f irmty in posit ion N.5. N.6, N.7 and the
t-inch balsa lank seat. 15 c.c. fuel tanls are htted
Between N.7 and F.8 on top of the bearers Add N.4 of
l / t6- inch ply and N.l0 oi l /32-inch plv. after f i rmlv
bindins l2 s.w.g. main undercart lage le8s to N.. lu.
Bind 16 s.w.g., bracing legs to N.l  l ,  and glue.rn posltron.
The undercarriase can now be bound ancl soloereo. Aqo
remaining formels N.2 and N 3. togelher with N.8 and
N.g. ori i i  .ngine bearers to sui i  engine and completely
otinl< nacetlei with l /16-inch sheei. When completely
drv- sand to a smooth section. Formers N.l can now be
ceiriented to N.2 and sanded to section.

Bind end cement guidel ine into posit ion xt wing t ip'
and add lead weight to opposi le uing. wing can now be
covered with l /16-inch sheet and sanded smooth Aoo
wine-root blocis. top and under-side nacel les blocks'
andiarre to shape. Completely sa nd const ruct ion smooth
all over.

wins-tiD fillets can be made either from block or
several-she;t sections, We found the latter version mole
srt isfactory. Cul cowling sheering bet$een N.l and N.4
and remoie cowlings to enable engines lo be in(tal led.
replac€ cowlings anid add top intake cooling gills, and
oil cooler.

Cover the completed model with lightweight Model-
sDan and finish atfollows: one coat clear dope followed
bv a l ieht sanding. T$o coats sanding sealer. sanding
bet*een each. followed by three coats o[ Belco prlmer.
A satislaclory surface should now ha\e been obtained.
The choice oi Air l ine colour scheme is left  to lhe bui lder
bur the original was f inished in Phi l ippine. Air Lines.
It  is imDorlant to remember lhat al l  wlnoow glazlng
should b; carried out dy'el painting the model.

St te br 3t Be .smblt pholosrarhs hel, !h. buildc?. At top. th.
b.ri< cant.. r.dion wiah D.rts to l.v into th. f(..1.8. 5tro.tur.'
add.d in n€* yict. Third ;hoto .hos th. tip panelt add.d' toge6.r
*i!h n.c.ll6 and bell...ni control i. . .h..k r*mblt prior to fin.l
al(.d fitting. N.*. th. <ompl.t. .idram. b.for. Pl.nkina and it
- - bottom. the prciottp. .w.itins a t6! ltisht


