
Chug Buggy 

 

A Semi Scale Cabin Model for the new .1 c.c. 
Bambi engine by A.E. Burch. 

Chug Buggy was designed some time ago when the  
Allbon Bambi was first announced, and was flown 
initially with the K.2 Mk. II engine installed. A further 
22 in. span design was flown powered by a .1 c.c. 
Dragonfly. Both models had an extremely stable flight 
pattern and amassed some 200 flights between them. 

Since that time a further model of the 24 in. span 
version had been built and flown with the Allbon 
Bambi as the power plant. The Chug Buggy was built 
with fairly carefully selected wood to keep the weight 
down consistent with a strong structure and the all up 
weight in luding a full tank was under 3 ozs. 

This was not difficult to achieve and a further 
reduction in weight could be made by using “ Wake- 
field ” materials with advantage. Chug Buggy is best 
flown with a left climb and glide, which can be 
adjusted with the aid of a trimming tab on the tail fin. 
The choice of propeller is somewhat critical on an 
engine of this size and several props both wood and 
metal, were tried out. The propeller which gave the 
best results, resulting in a steady climb, was made 
from a strip of 18g. dural 4 1/4 in. by 1/2 in. with a 
pitch of between 1 1/2 and 2 in. In practice the pitch 
of the propeller can be adjusted on the flying field by 
twisting the blades until the optimum pitch is found. 

Chug Buggy flies comparatively slowly with an 
attractive scalish appearance and suitably trimmed, 
can be flown, on a still evening, in quite a small field. 
The engine noise is small and the amount of flying  

 

that can be done on a small quantity of fuel is quite 
surprising. 

Building Instructions Fuselage:  Cement F1 and F2 to 
the bearers using the plan and side views to align 
them. Next build the two fuselage sides, leaving out 
the three diagonal cross braces. When dry, mount the 
bearer assembly, and F3 on fuselage sides. As soon as 
these are set, the remainder of the cross struts may 
be fitted. 

Wings:  Build complete wing on plan, and when dry, 
cut through the leading edge, main spar and trailing 
edge outside the center section rib. Cement the 
dihedral brace to the rear of the C/S spar and fit the 
wings to the center section. 

Tall:  The tailplane is built over the plan and the fin 
cemented on squarely. 

Trimming:  Balance the model on the main spar and 
correct any stalling or diving with packing under the 
tail- plane. 

Editorial Note:  As Cpl. Burch was posted overseas 
about this time the final Bambi powered model was 
built and flown by the “ M.A.” staff. 
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