| e - Challenger--

OLD TIMER Model of the Month

Designed by: H. A. Thomas
Drawn by: Al Patterson
Text by: Phil Bernhardt

& Most any modeler who has been
involved in Old Timers for any length of
time has at least heard of H.A. Thomas,
but go to any O.T. meet nowadays and
you probably won't see even one of his
many designs. That's because H.A.'s
models, for the most part, were in-
tended to be simple-to-build, steady,
stable fliers, not all-out contest
machines. The Challenger, featured in
the May 1941 issue of Air Trails, is typical
of his approach to model aircraft design.

According to the original text. H.A.
designed the Challenger for his sister,
Mary Louise, who had just won a class B
engine and needed a model for it. What
else to do but to get big brother to draw
up something? As it turned out, the
model was quite a performer, winning
1st places in the first two contests
entered.

The Challenger spans 51 inches and
has a wing area of 423 square inches,
which means the model has to weigh a
minimum of 23-1/2 ounces to be legal
for modern Old Timer contests (“‘mod-
ern Old Timer contests” . . . sounds like
a contradiction in terms). Construction
is the last word in simplicity and should
give no problems. The only suggestion
we can make is in the interest of a much
stronger wing, and that is to use the
time-honored plywood dihedral brace
in the center section, instead of that
dumb stick shown on the plan.
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As an interesting side note, the Chal-
lenger was actually published twice. but
not under the same name. In additionto
the 1941 article. the model was featured
in the 1943 Air Trails Annual and was
called the Tiger. The plans and text were
identical to the 1941 version, except that
one of the photos was replaced by an
exploded drawing of the model, show-
ing the major components. The model
was the last of a four-part series of
beginner’s models, starting with a hand-
launch glider, then a simple all-sheet
stick rubber job, then an all-sheet full-
fuselage rubber model, and then the
Tiger. Why the model's name was
changed is anyone’s guess, unless the
magazine people wanted to convey the
idea that the model was designed espe-
cially for that four-model series.

Old Timer fanatics who go so far as to
duplicate the original model's color
scheme might want 1o make an excep-
tion in this case. The Challenger was
painted ivory, with gray-orange, gray-
green. and blue-black camouflage. Not
recommended as the best color scheme
for locating a lost model! )

R/C MODEL BUILDER



