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I¥'s a happy basement workshop where our all the things we like the best: Skylane, above  And here we have the proud builder with finished
author holds fort. Cluttered perhaps but with  Dixie’s head, is, believe or not, full-house multi. machine. Decals, courtesy of Sterling Models.

By DIXIE CUTRONE

. . . THIS TIME, WE GO ALL THE WAY
WITH AAMCO'S NEW AEROMASTER KIT. THIS EAGERLY
AWAITED PLANE STOLE THE SHOW AT THE 1965 NATIONALS.

This is our only construction photo and is used  ventional Box-loc construction that AAMCO uses  Performing that necessary function range check-

to show that the Aeromaster follows the con- for all their kits and makes easier building.

+ AEROMASTER' ¢

Here we have everything that makes it go. Plan is large and more than
adequate but still there is separate sheet of photo step-by-step instructions.
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ing. Here, making sure that left aileron works.

» Like every other radio control man, I was anxiously
awaiting Lou Andrews’s Aeromaster. Production problems
had held up delivery quite far past its promised date but my
interest never lagged which is true for most of those whom
I knew were as anxious as I.

You can imagine my surprise and delight when Walt
Schroder called and wanted to know if I would be his
guinea pig for the Aeromaster. Didn’t take long to say
yes and less time to have Lou send a kit direct—only im-
patience was waiting for the photographer to take the kit
contents picture. You have no idea how eager I was to
start putting sticks together as this is a really exciting
package.

Shipped direct, the kit arrived in fine shape, sturdy box
protects it from the well-trained hands of the postal people.
First quality balsa cut parts, excellent die cutting (more
familiarly known as balsa crushing )of balsa formers, die
cut plywood parts are equally good, landing gear bending
is accurate and require no jiggling when assembling and
soldering.

Plenty of hardware, molded elevator, rudder and aileron
horns are included with attaching hardware. Only items
to be purchased are the modified deBolt Clank tank,
wheels, 90 degree aileron bell-



Field and Bench

cranks, covering material and of course
the necessary glue and dope. White glue,
conventional model glue and contact
cement were used as required.

Walt insisted on no modeler design
modifications whatever, no matter how
much I felt it might improve the kit. This
admonition was not necessary as this was
a customary Andrews design that is engi-
neered just to fall together. To save time,
only one very slight deviation or liberty
was taken and Walt had to agree that it did
save time and made it a bit easier. Hol-
lowed block fillets were substituted for the
sheet-over-stringer fillets at the junction of
the rudder and the fuselage.

The step-by-step photo instructions are
very complete and no unusual or difficult
problems were encountered in the assembly
of the kit. The fuselage was the first part
undertaken and it just fell together. Didn’t
feel that modification to the deBolt Clank
tank was necessary but after trying the S/T
.60 engine for size it was very apparent
why we should follow instruction as fuel
flow would not be correct and impossible
as the fuel feed line would come out di-
rectly behind and up against the engine
back plate. Modification is simple so fol-
low instructions!

Micro Avionics proportional equipment
was our choice and more than enough
room was found for the servos, receiver
and battery pack. The mid-shoulder mount-
ing of the servos required cross rails and
one rail is used to mount our happy plastic
pilot so everything worked out for the
best.

Don’t try to save building time or work
by not sanding the scallops into the form-
ers between stringers as this makes the
covering job so much easier and better
looking.

And don’t let the stringer and former
construction worry you as later on you
will find out just how strong the Aero-
master really is.

Each panel of the upper and lower wings
-assemble very easily and all parts fit pre-
-cisely into each notch and groove. Sheet
covering is selected for correct grain and
settles down over rib contours without
fuss or pain and does not set-up any strains
on the wing framework. Assembly time
for these components is not long at all due
to the fine engineering and cutting of the
wood parts.

How I went about putting these parts
together is not important to this story
other than to say everything fit as it should.
In addition it went together as the step-
by-step drawings indicated that it would
and all I would offer here is that you do
not try any shortcuts or attempt to outthink
Lou on his wood sizes, engineering or de-
sign strength. Each is more than adequate
to do the job and nothing additional is re-
quired to what you feel might increase
strength at any stress point in the aircraft.
Lou, in his very capable way with his
knowledge of model aircraft design and
his use of modelers throughout the coun-
try to build and test his machines before
design engineering is finalized, has elimin-
ated all possible problem areas.

One advantage in this building project
was to meet and know Lou, by phone that
is, as he was like a nervous mother follow-
ing her child to his first day of school.
Ours was his first production kit to leave
his plant and he wanted to ascertain that
nothing had been left out or to chance.

After construction had been completed,
wood filler was used to fill wood grain and
then the covering process. Nylon was used
for the wings and Silray for the fuselage,
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T0 CHARGER MODEL #6STA-C SHOWN N 5 %
1. #6STA Nerve Center only, with all holes drilled §y ¥ 7
and with mounting grommets . ................. $ 3.45 § N \
2. #6STA-W Nerve Center assembled and soldered, with: , /§ A
1—15 pin receiver connector (Amphenol/Cannon Type) § il
1—4 PDT power switch (World Engines #QF) i«\ g =\
1—2-8 Deans power connector. 5 $13.80 ,A'\ §ﬁ u
3, #6STA-C As #2, with 5 additional Deans connectors for =Y f-”\f r
five servos, assembled and soldered . LR R e it $ 2450 ALY
4. #£17-20150 Mating male 15 pin receiver CONNETEOr: 0., intos $ 1.80
FOR SPACE PINCHERS- - - NERVE CENTERS COMBINED WITH SERVO MOUNTING BOARDS
Model (May be trimmed
No. Servo Arrangement Size for Annco to:) Price
2MSA Two servos side by side 1/16x2.1x5 or 2.1x4.7 $4.25
3MSA-L Two side by side, one on left 1/16x2.1x7.3  or 2.1x6.9 5.50
3MSA-R Two side by side, one on right 1/16x2.1x7.3 ot 2.1x6.9 5.50
4MSA Four servos 1/16x2.3x8.1 or 2.3x7.8 6.50
2MSB Two Bonner servos 1/16x2.5x5.9 5.50
4MSB Four Bonner servos 3/32x%2.5%9.6 or 2.5%9.2 Minimum 7.95
3MSD Special for the Digitrio system, for

three servos with printed circuitry.  1/16x2.1x7.3 5.50

TIRED OF LOSING WHEELS AND RE-ADJUSTING AXLES?

HALLCO e
795 LANDING GEAR

Temper - Lock ALUMINUM
* ANODIZED CLEAR OR BLACK gvg;"w/

NYLON INSERT
LOCKS THE AXLE

SPLIN
PﬁESS FIITSD

AND UP Hallco Flat Approx. Axle Suggested

Part No. Pattern Size Tread Size Model Wt (1bs) Price
Medium B105-1 .040x1 x 8 6.0” 6-32 Under 1.7 $2.95
Duty B105-2 .050x 1.1x 10 75 6-32 1.7:to2.7 325
Models: B105-3 060x1.2x12 9.0 8-32 2.7to 3.5 3.55

B105-4 080X 155 XMS 11.4 8-32 3.5to 4.5 3.95

B105-5 210025 % 18 13.6 8-32 4.5 to 6.0 4.25
Heavy B106-3 080x1.2x12 9.0 8-32 3.5to4.5 3.80
Duty B106-4 100x 1.5 x 15 11.4 8-32 4.5t0 6.0 4.25
Models: B106-5 K P < ) 13.6 8-32 6.0 to 8.0 4.75

See your dealer. If not available, write direct; prices postpaid. Ohio residents add 3%. No C.0.D., please.

tHE HALL company Dept. M3 ,

120 E. Water St., Urbana, Ohio 43078

LITTLE OUTLAW . . . 49"
Wing———Completely Prefabed, Wing—Carved and Hollowed
Engines 19 to 35. ..$5.95 Fuselage, Engines 19 to
LITTLE TEX . e 4 S8 S ...........$ .95
Wing, Engines 09 to 15.$3.95 |Ava|lable from dealer, or|
order direct including 25c
|for packing.

MISS BEHAVE . . . 50" BIG TEX TRAINER ... 36"
Wing—Jig Built Lower Fuse-
lage, Carved and Hollowed

Top, Engines 29 to 45 $10.95

= THE SWEEPER Multi-R. C.

. . 58" Wing—Engines 45
to 61, Complete Kit __$39.95
Foam Wing Core Only $15.95

Plans  Onhy s 8 $ 2.95
LSRR G JOHNNIE CASBURN MODEL ENGINEERING CO.
:n:eesym l:o 35,?_ijf_'_$6.;5 6508 Normandy Road Fort Worth, Texas




MINIATURE JET PROPULSION

ENGINES

POWER for
Aircraft

Helicopters
Racing Cars
Speed Boats

Ships, Ete.
SCORPION 600 (ill)..... $4.00
Lgt. 274", Dia. 1Va", Wgt. 1:9/16 ez.
50 HELL-CAT $1.00
Lgt. 1-7/8", Dia. %', Wgt. 5/16 oz.
ROCKET HT 50 .............................. $1.50
Lgt. 13", Dia. %', Wgt, ¥ oz,
PAY-LOADER 'ISO ........................ $2.00
Lgt. 3-1/16", Dia. 7", Waqt, 15/16 oz,

ENGINE AUGMENTER TUBES
Developed to increase engine thrust.

Tube 50 70c / Tube 150-600 $1.50

FUEL PELLETS: 50-10 60c / 50-20 $1.00
/ 50-20 HT $1.50 / 150-10 $1.00 /
150-20 $1.50 / 600-10 $2.00

SEND CHECK or M.0.— NO C.0.D.
Dealer Inquiries Invited We Export Everywhere

POLK'S HOBBIES

314 FIFTH AVE. (DEPT. MA-86) N.Y.1, N.Y.

SHORTAGE
SHMORTAGE!

The LONG and
SHORT of it is
that while some
manufacturers
are getting all
HOT and bothered about short-
age of materials, FIREBALL

playing it COOL and keeping up
its high STANDARD of quality.
Tosumitup...LONG or SHORT

— HOT, COOL, or 49¢

STANDARD...Get’em!

000000000000000000000000
® FLASH STARTING @ UNEXCELLED POWER

® LONGER LIFE ® LOWEST DRAIN

1reball
GLOW PLUGS

SWANSON ASSOCIATES
P.0. Box 151
Wayne, New Jersey 07470

sheet vertical fin and
rudder.

After clear doping, much thought was
given to the paint design and we finally
settled on a pre-world war II military
design used for the Stearmans and other
aircraft of that vmtage Medium blue
fuselage, yellow wings and empannage.
With this big decision out of the way, now
how to get the trim and here is where old
MAN at Work really contributed to the
project. Just the week before he and Butch
spent the day at Sterling Models in Phila-
delphia (which is still another story) and
on his personally conducted tour he caught
sight of some old time decals on one of
the shelves and a call to Ed Manulkin
produced two sets of 4” Air Force decals
for the wings and group identification let-
ters for rudder and fuselage. These decals
]az.re used by Sterling for their large PT-19

1L

Letters (U.S. Army) beneath the lower
wing was another story until we hit on
the idea of Instant transfer letters of suit-
able size. Excellent but expensive as three
sheets of these transfers, at $1.50 each,
were required as not all letters in the 3”
size we required were on one sheet, but one
look at the pictures will let you know that
it was worth it.

Now that our exciting bird was
finished, we couldn’t wait to fly it, but
this spring has been the worst in the his-
tory of the East Coast. If not rainy, it was
cold and in addition never without good
strong winds. Here we put the project to-
gether in less than a week and a half and
now days go by without a break in the
weather. Desperate would be the best de-
scription of our mental condition, old Walt
was not to be left out of the first flight
ceremonies so he put in anxious days at
the office waiting and hoping and then a
nice sunny day, very little wind and a
hurry up phone call to NYC. Like the
good employee he is, he dropped every-
‘thing and says I'll get the 3:15 to Nor-
walk, meet me at the station. He did.

But luck and weather ran true to course
as 1% hours later in Norwalk the weather
had changed, sun was gone, wind was
building and we hadn’t even had our first
run on the brand new S/T .60. Nothing
daunted, a tank of fuel was run through
the engine and then “should we or
shouldn’t we?” Wind was strong, ceiling
lowering real fast and the audience build-
ing even faster.

Decided that maybe we could taxi it
without the wind blowing it over and now
because soft ball games were under way
on the two diamonds, it was necessary to
walk half way across the park to find an
area which would permit taxiing, fire her
up and start out gently for taxi tests when
something slips in our thinking department
and remembering Lou’s admonitions that
we feel the juice slowly if a .60 is being
used, we suddenly throw discretion to the
winds and let her take her head and in 15’
it was off on the sweetest take-off and one
of the most thrilling first flights that I have
ever had.

Engine loaded and cut about half way
through and a deadstick landing was in
order. The first lesson we learned about
the Aeromaster, it must be flown all the

stab, elevator,

‘way to the deck at a slow speed, nose up

landing and it fall off on a wing just as
it’s about to set down. This is not a serious
problem but does something to your ego
when it noses over or makes a wing tip
landing.

A summary of that first flight; first, the
plane was assembled exactly as the plans
required; second, surfaces were all eye-
balled for trim and a hair of down ele-
vator trim was used and when I say hair
I mean hair; third, take-off was managed

at no more than half throttle with the
engine just past four cycle—you know
when the engine gives that occasional
blurp and then a pick-up in speed and
then blurp again. As I said the take-off
run was no more than 15’ and to the left,
but could have been to the right equally
as well—habit simply took it to the left.
At no time did the heavy wind disturb
its flight course, penetration was the best
and after the nerves settled down it -was
stowed away in the car for another day.

And there have been four other days
since then, all windy and weather just as
bad as the first time. It was on the other
days that we learned of the excessive
strength of the Aeromaster as our engine
continued to quit about four or five
minutes after take-off with subsequent
landings in odd and unusual fashion. Ex-
periments with all sorts of throttle settings
didn’t help at all and on one occasion we
had the idle set much too high and we
couldn’t get it back on the deck. Walt has
movies of this episode as it represents some
of the best control-line flying close to the
ground. Never more than fifteen feet in
the air and round and round, only with
proportional could this happen. This was
too much and now it meant that I sit
down and really analyze the problem. Tank
was exactly as Lou designed and modified
it, fuel flow was good so there had to be
something basic causing the problem.

And basic it was. At our flying field,
mufflers are a must and not having the
new S/T muffler for the .60 we had to
do a make-do using the large O.S. Jet-
stream muffler designed for engines up to
45 displacement and it was reasoned that
excessive back pressure was caused by
the not large enough muffler. How to
overcome this was the problem and the
solution was quite simple, enlarge the air
bleed hole in front of the intake restrictor
and it now works without missing a beat.
Complete flights are the order of the day.

In these complete flights every stunt in
the book has been accomplished and all
are the best that I have performed to
date. Rolls are nice and have some not to
good snap rolls to my credit; loops re- .
quire that you apply just enough up-ele-
vator as to over-elevate will cause it to roll
out at the top of the loop. Spins are the
best I have done to date; cut back power
full up and then right or left into the
thrill of a good tumbling true spin. Walt
has all these in his movies and they are
just as exciting afterward. And the greased
on power landings at half-throttle are
something you must do yourself to get
the full measure of flying pleasure from
your Aeromaster. Try it and you will fully
appreciate what I have been attempting to
tell you in my fumbling way.

This narrative has gone all the way
with the kit and nothing has yet been said
of the Micro Avionics gear that has made
it all possible. It has worked superbly and
only because of my eagerness did I almost
have a wash-out. We had just finished a
spin and went for high motor and noth-
ing, but nothing and just managed a pull-
out and end-over-end downwind landing
and the only damage was the extreme tip
of the rudder broken off and one small
hole in the bottom wing from the landing
gear.

Too much flying and not enough battery
charge are too much to ask of any equip-
ment.
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